SCBS AND THE U. S.
MARINE CORPS
SCBS and the US Marine Corps are involved in a
joint program to determine population statistics
of Bighorn sheep currently residing on the Marine
Corps Air Ground Combat Center at Twenty-nine
Palms. Upon completion of an aerial survey and a
review of the resultant demographics, SCBS will
recommend sites for the installation of water sources
for the Bighorn that will be most beneficial to all
parties involved. The information obtained from the
survey will assist the U. S. Marine Corps in planning
future military training exercises at this base that will
not adversely impact the Bighorn population.
The SCBS will provide the expertise and manpower
required to enhance existing water sources and to
construct additional big game guzzlers in the Bullion
Mountain range, which historically has been home
to a herd of Bighorn. By establishing a reliable water
source in a more hospitable environment, it is hoped
that the current Bighorn population will migrate,
integrate, and propagate into a healthy viable herd,
out of harm’s way. These new installations will also
provide an emergency survival water source for
Marines during training maneuvers.

VOLUNTEER PROGR AM
In cooperation with the CDFW and the BLM, SCBS
administers the Volunteer Desert Water and Wildlife
Survey Program and the Desert Water Development
Program. In fulfilling its commitment to this
program, SCBS members and volunteers have driven
thousands of miles and have logged thousands of
man-hours in the California desert.
As impressive as SCBS’s accomplishments have
been, we still have a long way to go. None of these
programs can succeed without the necessary
funds and dedicated, caring individuals. Your
contributions to the Society for the Conservation
of Bighorn Sheep and its mission are not only
tax deductible but are very important and much
appreciated.
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B I G H O R N R E S T O R AT I O N
PROGRAM
SCBS and the CDFW have an ongoing program in place
to restore thousands of Bighorn sheep to the California
desert and mountain ranges far into the future. This
effort involves the capture and translocation of the
Bighorn into areas where water sources have been
reestablished and ranges enhanced. It is anticipated
that the transplanted sheep will establish viable
populations in the new ranges and supplement remnant
groups, thus restoring vitality to the herd and assuring
perpetuation of a strong and healthy species.

PROGR AM OVERVIEW
The Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep
(SCBS) is a California registered, nonprofit organization,
founded in 1964 and dedicated to the conservation
and management of the Bighorn sheep. The society’s
mission and ultimate goal is the full restoration of
California’s desert Bighorn to its historic range and the
establishment of self-sustaining populations throughout
those ranges.
For over 55 years, SCBS has contributed immeasurably
to the comeback of this magnificent animal by raising
public awareness and education, seeking grants and
contributions, improving springs, installing big game
guzzlers, and working with the translocation program
to return the Bighorn sheep to its historic ranges in the
California desert. Statistics reflect the success of these
endeavors. Currently, the Bighorn has been restored to
approximately fifty percent of its former habitat, and its
population has increased by eighty percent.

D E S E R T WAT E R
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
SCBS’s primary program focuses on the development
and maintenance of water sources and habitat
improvement in the California deserts, including State
and Federal lands, military bases, and mitigation areas.
SCBS members and volunteers perform surveys to
determine site specific requirements, construct new
water holding facilities, enhance existing water sources,
clear tinajas, and eliminate non-native tamarisk and
other vegetation. With a reliable water source and a
secure location, Bighorn and other wildlife species
are attracted onto the new ranges. Society members
monitor and maintain each site to ensure a permanent,
year-round water supply.

HIGH TECH SOLUTIONS
FOR AN OLD PROBLEM
Pioneering an innovative solution to the problem
of monitoring water supplies in remote areas, SCBS
initiated a pilot program to install electronic devices in
the water storage tanks. Data transmitted daily from
these units via GPS provide valuable, up-to-the-minute
information on current water conditions.
Through this process, anomalies can be spotted
immediately and a “hot-shot crew” dispatched to the
site to investigate the situation and take corrective
action. This “quick response capability” is particularly
desirable during hot, dry, or extreme weather conditions
where the lack of water at a previously viable water
source could threaten the wildlife population. These
findings are shared with CDFW, BLM, and other game
management agencies.

